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cows are out in" the fields. It is advisable, however, to place a little straw
along the gutter during this period, as this practice prevents splashing and
expedites removal of the dung. When the animals are housed, no fresh
bedding should be placed on the standings until milking has taken place.
Some half an hour prior to milking, the clean portion of the bedding should
be pushed forward to allow damping down of the rear portion of the standing.
The cow, owing to its usual habitat, tends to become very dirty, and
produces both milk and manure with equal facility. Clean milk cannot be
produced unless the two are kept apart. For some reason many producers
object to grooming their cows, although they almost invariably perform the
same function meticulously with respect to their horses. Apart from the
removal of manure, grooming exerts a beneficial effect upon the health of the
cattle. It is not essential that every particle of manure should be removed
from the flanks and tail of the animal, but such parts must be reasonably
clean. With unsatisfactory floors and standings animals are unable to keep
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FIG. 82.    Dirty Flanks and Udder.
themselves clean, while, with manure-littered approaches to the cowshed,
the same applies. If the cowshed and yard are up-to-date little difficulty
will be experienced in the ordinary course of events. Manure-caked animals,
although not so common to-day as formerly, are still to be seen in large
numbers. If the flanks and hindquarters of the cow are very dirty, it will
take more than one day's work to remove the accumulation. In such a case
it is advisable to clip off the dung and the hair together by means of hand
clippers, which should be part of the equipment of every farm. It is also
advisable to clip part of the flanks and the hindquarters, especially those
parts adjacent to the udder. This is particularly important during the
winter months. The tail but not the switch should be clipped at least once
every six weeks. This can be done in five minutes. Mechanical clippers
may also be used, but whatever type is employed, speed of action is of the
greatest importance. Clipping possesses the advantages of reducing the
amount of labour necessary to keep the animals clean, lowers the quantity
of sediment likely to be found in the milk, assists in preventing a high
bacterial content and improves keeping quality whilst the milk possesses a
better flavour.
The hair on the udder, which is longer in some breeds than in others,